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Carver Aero, the fixed-based operator at the city-
owned airport since 1990, built the $3 million facility
to house its own growing business. But city leaders
have high hopes for the potential the project holds

in the region’s efforts to promote business growth. Most Popu|ar

“We were out of room. We didn’t have the room to
accommodate our guests,” said Sandra Barrett,
Carver Aero’s operations manager, who was active « Teacher found dead in EM taught bilingual
in the building’s planning. “There were so many education

details. A lot of hours went into this — a lot of

Most Read | Most Commented | Quadsville NEW

This new 20,000-square-foot hangar is part of the recent
improvements to the Davenport Municipal Airport. Carver

Aero, the fix-based operator at the airport, hopes those e Teacher found dead in EM taught bilingual
improvements bring in more business. (Larry planning and preparation.” education
Fisher/QUAD-CITY TIMES) I - . i i inli
The result, she said, is a building worthy of its + Trail camera captures image of a mountain lion
. in Clinton County
z ~ growing customer base.
E w m (5) More Photos « Sandeman tweets good news on Greenwood

“The old building was just not adequate enough for
the level of customer we presently have,” she said,
adding that the facility will lead the community “to utilize the airport as a business tool more.”

o . Local Businesses
The 7,460-square-foot terminal, situated prominently at the end of the entrance road, replaces Carver

Aero’s more humble, aging terminal and hangar. The company now uses that structure for storage and Swanson Mechanical Inc.
hangar space. WM 0” We provide complete commercial and
[BCHANICAL

residential heating and cooling services...
In addition, the airport demolished a circa-1950 terminal to make way for the new terminal. The new

project also included an attached, 20,000-square-foot hangar that will allow Carver Aero to store more
and larger aircraft.
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“The image that our airport now portrays from what it did last year is a huge difference,” said Jeremy
Keating,

I'm looking for: | |

airport manager at the city of Davenport facility at

Located near:

| Davenport,IA |

9230 N. Harrison St. “With the new facility, now they can compete with Elliott Aviation (at the Quad-City
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If you have a rundown airport that doesn’t look very good and rundown buildings, it doesn’t make your

community look good,” he said, adding that the airport often serves as the community‘s front door. -

Not as high profile as Quad-City International — the area’s hub for commercial air traffic — the
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Carver Aero goal: 'More people, more planes’

Davenport airport is the hub for many private planes. The new terminal also is the headquarters for Classified LIStlngS
Carver Aero’s growing charter business, its Flight Ground School and its maintenance services.

. L . . Jobs || Cars | Outdoor Motors | Homes
The company not only has its own planes to maintain but provides services to about 200 planes a year

from as small as a single-engine Cessna 150 to a large jet such as a Citation XLS. Barrett said Carver $3,481
Aero mechanics also are called more than 325 times a year to service planes at Quad-City International. 2001 Ford Focus
Carver Aero also has a facility at the Muscatine Municipal Airport. In all, the company employs 55 people

between the two locations — including 15 pilots and six mechanics. > $24,845

2011 Kia Sorento

With the new facility, Barrett said they expect “more people, more planes and more customers.”

R i D h th hi h h ildi ject.
yan Companies, Davenport, was both the architect and the contractor on the building project $181.250

Barrett said Carver Aero moved into its new space Nov. 1. 2011 Audi

“We're operational, but we're still settling into our new space. Anybody who has moved a business while
still operating the business understands.”

The new terminal has a spacious lobby that provides a clear view of the airfield out a wall of windows.
One of the new amenities is a pilots’ lounge with recliner seating, refreshments, a large-screen television
. > & prio’s 'oung g 1¢ > & arg Deals, Offers and Events
and the same view of the airfield. Adjacent to the lounge are two private sleeping rooms.
. o . . . . PiTxAw October is National Popcorn
A large conference room, where the airport commission meets, is available for community meetings. ====== poppin’ Month!
“We expect during campaign season a lot of people will be using this,” Barrett said during a tour. The Putnam Museum and IMAX Theatre

airport has long been a regular stop for politicians on the national and state campaign trail. .
P 9 9 P P Palg 1 & 2 Bedrooms Available

Other amenities include a small conference room, a business center for pilots or other customers, a flight = Homewood Manor Apts
plan room, a testing center for student pilots, shower facilities and office space for Carver Aero and its
pilots and staff. mawece® Monthly Support Group

Heartland Health Care Center
“Most of this building is devoted to our customers,” she added.

Carver Aero, headed by partners Roy Carver Jr. and Rodney Blackwell, first approached the City of nn Wl h
Davenport about three years ago with a plan for modernizing the aging airport. Construction began last CO eCt t US

spring with demolition of old 8,000-square-foot terminal.
pring a & Quadsville Mobile

Keating, who arrived in Davenport as ground was broken on the terminal project, said the city’s role
included repaving a new entrance road and parking lots and installing new street lighting. The $600,000 ] Email Alerts £} Rrss
road project was paid out of the city’s capital improvement budget. The city also is building six hew :
individual hangars to expand capacity.

Twitter El Facebook
“Now with the new building, it definitely opens up opportunities not only for Carver Aero but for the city,’
said Keating, whose role includes helping recruit more development around the airport. “We're doing this
(project) for the community. We want more jobs to locate here, more bigger companies to locate here.”
The city also is working on plans to extend the airport’'s runway from 5,511 feet to 7,000 feet. The COI umns and BIOgS

additional length, he said, will allow the airport to accommodate larger corporate aircraft and more jet
traffic. Homeowner Rookies
Budget revamp helps provide for the

unexpected

“Right now, the jets can be affected by the weather ... due to the runway length,” he said, adding that
the result is larger aircraft sometimes are diverted to Quad-City International.

Keating is collecting letters of support from area companies in its pursuit of a grant to help finance the Alma Gaul ) ) )
. . . o . . . Gardeners having devil of a time!
costly project. The work, which would include land acquisition, environmental studies and the runway, = !
could cost $10 million to $15 million, he said. “Just the concrete is $3 million to $4 million. But we don't
own enough land right now to do it.”

Barb Ickes
The city also is trying to get funding for new signage at the airport. Brass asked to rethink broken promise

“That's another image-selling thing,” he said.

David Burke
Copyright 2011 The Quad-City Times. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. | Taking a 2nd look at movie theaters’ 3-D

1‘ glasses

Posted in Local on Tuesday, January 18, 2011 2:00 am Updated: 1:23 pm. | Tags: Carver Aero, Davenport Municipal
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